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The Palmas Inquiry Planner guides our curriculum. It is a planning framework created
with our teachers and unique to our school. Based on the Understanding by Design

model, it reflects our mission, vision, and values. The planner focuses on inquiry, student
choice, reasoning instead of  memorization, and the development and demonstration of

essential skills.

Each unit uses a backwards planning approach, starting with enduring understandings—
big ideas that can be explored through knowledge, clear thinking, and practical

application. These understandings shape learning experiences that encourage students
to think deeply, make connections, and show their growth in real and meaningful ways.

Because big ideas do not have just one “right answer,” students are encouraged to
explore, question, and create. This approach builds independent thinkers, lifelong
learners, and problem-solvers—qualities that prepare every student for success in

college, research, entrepreneurship, and beyond.



Stage 1: The Desired Results

Stage 1 is where teachers set the main
goals for student learning. It shows the
knowledge, skills, and understandings

students should develop, using big ideas,
key questions, and important concepts.
This stage makes sure every unit starts

with a clear picture of  what success looks
like.

At the start of  each unit, Stage 1 will be
shared with students and parents through
Google Classroom. It explains what your

child will be learning, the types of
challenging questions they will explore,
and the expectations teachers have for
their growth. We encourage parents to
use Stage 1 to talk with their children—

asking about the big ideas, the questions
they are discussing, and the skills they are

practicing in class.
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Stage 1: The Desired Results Unit title and Learning overview

The title and overview speak directly to the content of the unit students will be learning and
exploring. They are the building blocks of the school’s full curriculum and clearly outline the

themes, facts, stories, and issues that students will use to build their conceptual
understandings.

For example, in a science unit, the title and overview might highlight life cycles, ecosystems,
and how living things depend on each other. This gives parents and students a simple

picture of what the unit is about and the important ideas they will be exploring.

Taken from a
sample Grade 7
Social Sciences/
History Unit
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Stage 1: The Desired Results Established Goals and Standards Alignment

Taken from a sample
grades 3-5 SSL Unit

This is the criteria your child’s teacher
will use to assess their learning. The

criteria were developed through a
year-long research process in each
department and were designed with

the profile of  a fully prepared
graduate in mind for every subject

area.

This section helps us check how our
curriculum aligns with other sets of

standards. Our assessed curriculum
is the school’s main guide for what

we want students to achieve, but we
also compare it with outside

standards to make sure our program
stays strong, current, and relevant.

THE PALMAS INQUIRY UNIT PLANNERTHE PALMAS INQUIRY UNIT PLANNER



Stage 1: The Desired Results The Big Idea

Pre-Calculus
Example

LA-SSL
Example

SS / History
Example

The Big Idea is at the heart of  the unit. Each teacher posts the Big Idea in their
classroom for the whole unit. It is written as a single sentence—simple enough to
understand at first glance, but open to unlimited inquiry, content, and meaning. A

strong Big Idea can guide thinking and learning long after students leave TPA, and
even after they graduate from college.
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Stage 1: The Desired Results: The Conceptual Understandings

Kindergarten multi-
disciplinary example

Conceptual Understandings are statements about learning that go beyond simple
memorization of  facts. They are broad ideas that require critical thinking, and teachers

use the content of  the class to guide students in exploring and understanding them
more deeply.

Seventh Grade
History Example
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Stage 1: The Desired Results Essential Questions
Each unit includes a set of  Essential Questions that guide students into the learning. These

questions work at three levels: factual questions focus on key information, conceptual
questions push students to connect ideas and think more deeply, and debatable questions

open space for discussion and multiple viewpoints. They spark curiosity and encourage
students to explore ideas from many angles.

Factual Questions are the
foundation. They focus on key
knowledge students must learn

in order to understand larger
concepts.

Conceptual Questions go
deeper. They connect facts to

bigger ideas and help students
see patterns and relationships.

Debatable Questions push the
deepest thinking. They invite

discussion, multiple
perspectives, and reasoned

argument.
Taken from a
sample grades 3-5
SSL Unit
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Stage 1: The Desired Results Knowledge & Skill

The Knowledge and Skills section lists the key facts, vocabulary, and abilities students
will need in the unit. Knowledge is the important information they must learn, while
skills are the actions they can practice—like analyzing, writing, problem-solving, or
collaborating. These skills are shown in the unit’s summative assessment, which

serves as evidence of  student learning and understanding.

Taken from a sample
Pre-Calculus Unit
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Stage 1: The Desired Results Dolphin Learner Profile Connections

We use our Dolphin Learner Profile as a lens for each unit. Teachers make meaningful
connections to the profile through lines of inquiry, and students have opportunities to

explore the school’s declared values through their classroom learning.

For younger students, this might mean practicing the Communicator attribute in an
English unit by sharing their personal narratives with classmates and giving feedback

to peers.

 For a 12th grader, it could mean showing Courageous and Principled leadership in a
History unit by researching human rights movements and presenting an advocacy

proposal on a current global issue.

Taken from a sample Seventh Grade History Unit
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